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England, to Austria, and to his father's ministers
he was an important pawn in the game of politics.
Some of the younger officers lent him countenance
in the hope of favours to come. But the dearest
friend of his life, Lieutenant von Katte, loved him
for himself rather than for what he might be able to
bestow. To Katte the prince confided his fixed
purpose to flee from a tyranny that was past endur-
ance. Together they planned to make use of tlu
opportunity of escape which might arise when Fred-
erick should approach the French frontier in the
course of a forthcoming tour with his father among
the German courts.

On August 4, 1730, the attempt was made. The
confederates tried to steal from the royal camp at
dawn and to ride into France. Such a flight was not
without precedent in Hohenzollern history. Fred-
erick's grandfather, sharing the general belief that
his stepmother had poisoned his brother and meant
to poison himself, had first sought shelter at Casscl
with his aunt and at a later date had quitted the
Great Elector's court altogether. But for the heir
to a crown to flee beyond the bounds of Germany
was a still graver step. The youth of eighteen had
hardly calculated the probable consequences of suc-
cess. Where was Frederick William's heir to find
a safe asylum? Louis XV. was not likely to be
to him what Louis XIV. had been to the Old Pre-
tender. George of England would hardly expose
Hanover to the vengeance of the King of Prussia,
His envoy had in fact refused to countenance the
scheme. Nor would the Emperor care to sacrifice